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CŀƛǊŬŜƭŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΥ .ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ .ƛǊŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ нлно 

 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΤ ƻƴŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ WǳƴŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŀƎΦ ! ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ нлноΩǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŬƎǳǊŜǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ 

!ǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣ ƪŜȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ ŬƴŎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΤ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŀƛǊ 

Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴŬƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ DƻƭŘŬƴŎƘΣ ōǳǘ /ƘŀŶƴŎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƭƻǿΦ  

DƻƻŘ ǘŀƭƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ²ǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƻŘǇƛƎŜƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǳƴƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 

ǇŀǎǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōŜǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ нлнлǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴǘƘƛƴƪŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƴȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΦ 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ CƛƎǳǊŜ н όŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎύ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŘƎŜǊƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƪƛǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǎǎπŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ bƻǘŜ 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǳŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ Ψ[ƻƴƎ tŀŘǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴ ƘŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ 

Ŧƻƻǜŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜŘƎŜπƭƛƴŜ ǳƴǾƛŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǎǝƴƎΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƘŜŘƎŜǊƻǿ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŜŀǎǘπǿŜǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Ƙƻǎǘǎ [ŀǇǿƛƴƎ όƭŀǎǘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻύ ŀƴŘ DǊŜȅ tŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ όƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŜƴ 

ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нллсύ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ 

ƳƛƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΨƴŜǿΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƴƎōƛǊŘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǿŜƭƭ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘŜŘ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǎƻ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ŦǊǳƛǜǳƭ ŀǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜΦ aŀƭƭŀǊŘ 

ŀƴŘ aƻƻǊƘŜƴ όōƻǘƘ ŀƳōŜǊπƭƛǎǘŜŘύ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōƻǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǳũŜǊ 

ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŘŀǝƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

5ŀƴ IŀȅǿƻƻŘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅΣ !ǳǘǳƳƴ нлноΦ 
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{ǇŜŎƛŜǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
IŜŀŘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƭŀǝƴ ƴŀƳŜΣ .¢h ŎƻŘŜ όǿƘŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŬƎǳǊŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ¦Y ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 

 ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ 

 

/ŀƴŀŘŀ DƻƻǎŜ .Ǌŀƴǘŀ ŎŀƴŀŘŜƴǎƛǎ       ƴƻǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ 

! ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴƎŜπŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƴƻƴπƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

!ǇǊƛƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎΦ 

{ƘŜƭŘǳŎƪ ¢ŀŘƻǊƴŀ ǘŀŘƻǊƴŀ         !ƳōŜǊ 

bƻ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǳǊǝƴƎ όǘǿƻ ƳŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜύ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ aŀȅ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ όƛƴ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

ƻǳǘƘƻǳǎŜύ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻƴƭȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻ ŎŀǎǘπƛǊƻƴ ǇǊƻƻŦ 

ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ όŜΦƎΦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎŜŜƴύ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΦ  

DŀŘǿŀƭƭ aŀǊŜŎŀ ǎǘǊŜǇǘŜǊŀ         !ƳōŜǊ 

! ŘǊŀƪŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŜǘ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ CƛŜƭŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻũπǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ 

ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ ƛƴ bΦ [ŀƴŎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘ 

ŀǘ [ŜƛƎƘǘƻƴ aƻǎǎΦ  

aŀƭƭŀǊŘ !ƴŀǎ ǇƭŀǘȅǊƘȅƴŎƘƻǎ a!        !ƳōŜǊ 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƴŜǎǝƴƎ ǇŀƛǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛǩƴƎ 

ŦŜƳŀƭŜύ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜŘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƭǳǘŎƘŜǎ ȅƛŜƭŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ  

tƘŜŀǎŀƴǘ tƘŀǎƛŀƴǳǎ ŎƻƭŎƘƛŎǳǎ tI        DǊŜŜƴ 

hƴŜ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻƴπƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŀōƭŜ ŎǊƻǇΦ  

{ǿƛƊ !Ǉǳǎ ŀǇǳǎ                                                                                                                   wŜŘ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜǎǝƴƎ ƛƴ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳǩƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƻŦ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭ wŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ 

ǎƛȄ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨƘŀǿƪƛƴƎΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ WǳƴŜ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ hōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

{ǘƻŎƪ 5ƻǾŜ /ƻƭǳƳōŀ ƻŜƴŀǎ {5         !ƳōŜǊ 

¢ǿƻ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ нлноΤ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǇƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŜŀ όtƻƴȅ ²ƻƻŘύ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ {ŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜ оΦнсΦ 

²ƻƻŘǇƛƎŜƻƴ /ƻƭǳƳōŀ ƻŜƴŀǎ ²t        !ƳōŜǊ 

¢ǿŜƭǾŜ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ нлно ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƳōŜǊπƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƴŜǎǝƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛŎƪŜǊ 

ƘŜŘƎŜǊƻǿǎΦ {ŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜ оΦнпΦ 

/ƻƭƭŀǊŜŘ 5ƻǾŜ {ǘǊŜǇǘƻǇŜƭƛŀ ŘŜŎŀƻŎǘƻ /5       DǊŜŜƴ  

! ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǘǿƻ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƴŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǝƻƴπ

ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀōǳǧŜŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΗ {ŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜ оΦмΦ 

aƻƻǊƘŜƴ Dŀƭƭƛƴǳƭŀ ŎƘƭƻǊƻǇǳǎ aI        !ƳōŜǊ 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƴŜǎǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ǇǊŜŘŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ όŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳǘŎƘ ǎǘŀƎŜύ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘǊȅ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ {ŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜ оΦмсΦ 



п 
 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus OC      not assessed 
 
Once an occasional former breeder, just one sighting of a singleton on the arable field in April. 
 
Tawny Owl Strix aluco          Amber 
 
An adult of this occasional breeding species was encountered (in daylight hours) on the June visit. A 
programme of additional nocturnal and crepuscular survey visits could yield interesting data on this and 
other species.  
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major GS       Green 
 
As in most years, a pair nested in the south of the study area. See Figure 3.2. 

Jay Garrulus glandarius           Green 

A foraging pair seen during the May visit were likely nesting just outside of the study area. 

Magpie Pica pica MG          Green 

Two nesting pairs within the study area this year was an increase on the usual one. See Figure 3.1. 

Jackdaw Coloeus monedula JD         Green 

One pair nested in a tree hole in the south of the study area. See Figure 3.1. Further casual records 

indicate chimney pot nesters in nearby Cromwell Rd and Aldcliffe Rd.   

Carrion Crow Corvus corone C.         Green 

The long-serving nest in the west of the reserve was occupied once more and was seen to produce 

young. See Figure 3.1. 

Coal Tit Periparus ater CT          Green 

The paucity of coniferous trees in the study area once again brings a typically low territory count of one. 

See Figure 3.9. 

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus BT          Green 

Circa nine pairs on site this year, mostly associated with nest boxes. A programme of nest box 

monitoring would yield more and more precise data for this and other box using species. See Figure 

3.16. 

Great Tit Parus major GT          Green 

Eight pairs this year, mostly using nest boxes. See Figure 3.14. 

Swallow Hirundo rustica, & House Martin Delichon urbicum 

As in most spring / summers, the reserve provided feeding opportunities for these insectivorous 

migrants, with up to eight of the former (green-listed) and three of the latter (red-listed) seen during 

the May and June visits.  

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus LT        Green 
 
Two pairs nested in scrub near the brook in 2023, with seven recently-fledged birds seen there in June. 
See Figure 3.2. 
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Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita CC        Green 
 
Four pairs on site represents an above-average year for this small migrant warbler. See Figure 3.7. 
 
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus SW      Amber 
 
! ƴŜǿ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǾƛŦŀǳƴŀΦ ¢ǿƻ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƴŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
vicinity of the phragmites bed by the brook. See Figure 3.22. 
 
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus RW       Green 
 
After the Ψpioneering maleΩ in 2022, two pairs raised young in and around the phragmites in the centre-
east of the study area. See Figure 3.19. 
 
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia GH       Red 
 
Another welcome development in the wetter areas- the first breeding record in the study area. A male 
using the rushes for song-posts (as in 2022) in May was followed by sightings of an adult or adults 
carrying food to nestlings in the phragmites in June. See Figure 3.11. 
 
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla BC         Green 

Six pairs of this warbler species held territory in spring / summer 2023, the same figure as in the 

previous two seasons. See Figure 3.4. 

Common Whitethroat Curruca communis WH        Amber 

¢ǿƻ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ нлно ǿŀǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ нлннΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ See Figure 3.23. There were no 

observations of Lesser Whitethroat (which bred in the previous three seasons) this year.  

Goldcrest Regulus regulus GC         Green 

Just one territory was located; not a surprising return for a study area with relatively few conifers. See 

Figure 3.2. 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes WR        Amber 

Sixteen pairs ǿŀǎ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ǳǇ ƻƴ нлннΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ record high for what 

is now an amber-listed species. See Figure 3.25. 

Nuthatch Sitta europaea NH         Green 

Two pairs was an above-average showing for this arboreal species. See Figure 3.2. 

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris TC        Green 

As usual, one pair nested in the mature trees in the south of the reserve. See Figure 3.2. 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris SG         Red  

One pair was seen to nest in a tree cavity within the study area. Several casual observations of nesting 

in adjacent housing. A feeding flock of 36 noted in the pasture in June contained 28 juveniles, indicating 

a reasonably productive breeding season locally. See Figure 3.19. 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ST        Amber 
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CƻǳǊ ǇŀƛǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ ΨōƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΩ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ 

habitats and invertebrate life are proving attractive. See Figure 3.21. 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus         Red 

One adult in April was the sole sighting this spring, and as such no breeding was thought to have taken 

place this season- the first ΨblankΩ year since 2020.  

Blackbird Turdus merula B.         Green  

An on-average thirteen pairs of this sonically-conspicuous thrush this season, indicating a stable 

breeding population. Recently-fledged young were seen in both May and June. See Figure 3.3. 

Robin Erithacus rubecula R.         Green 

Nine breeding pairs in 2023 was a little above-average. Two broods of recently-fledged young were 

observed in June. See Figure 3.17. 

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe        Amber 

Of course, no breeding- but an off-passage party of three (of Iceland or Greenland form) in the arable 

ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎ-distance migrant bird species 

during ΨourΩ breeding season.   

House Sparrow Passer domesticus         Red 

As ever no breeding on the site proper, but seen to nest in several adjacent houses. A post-breeding 

flock of 21 was using the northern pasture in June, a lesser number than in some years. Again, no Tree 

Sparrow (Passer montanus); a target species oddly reluctant to visit / use what would seem to be 

entirely suitable habitats in any season! 

Dunnock Prunella modularis D.        Amber 

It was a record year for territorial pairs, with twelve (10 in 2022 & 2021, 8 in 2020), and although  

evidence of breeding outcomes was scant, this is certainly not conclusive of failure for this often 

skulking species. See Figure 3.10. 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs CH         Green 

Just two pairs was a particularly poor breeding presence for a formerly common species recently 

flagged by the BTO as a finch in significant decline nationally. This is perhaps evidence that the locally 

significant winter counts of this species at the LDBWS feeding station in the arable field are continental 

winter visitors. See Figure 3.8. 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula  BF         Amber 

One pair, which was later seen to be feeding recently-fledged young were in a densely vegetated area in 

June. See Figure 3.5. 

Greenfinch Chloris chloris  GR         Red 

¢ƘŜ .¢hΩǎ latest data indicating something of a national population recovery was borne out on site by a 

record seven pairs, mostly closely associated with hawthorns. See Figure 3.11. 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis GO                                                                                                     Green 

Fifteen pairs represents another finch record and a significant increase at that, being just over twice the 

five-year average. See Figure 3.12. 
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Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus RB                                                                                            Ambers 

¢ǿƻ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǎƘȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ нлннΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜ 

showing. One nest was located at the near the foot of a bramble bush by the brook. See Figure 3.18. 
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Figures showing breeding territories: 
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