
M in utes of the Fairfield A ssociation  m eetin g held on  T hursday 9 July
at T horn eycroft

Presen t: A n drew B ren n an d (chair), Oliver Fulton  (m in s), Ruth H aigh, Jude
N aish, M ichael Sheppard, Paula Skidm ore, Jean  Stuart

A pologies: H ilary Short, M ick Short, T on y Fin n
- Paula was welcom ed to her first m eetin g

M in utes: approved.   N o m atters arisin g outwith agen da.

Fun  Day: Ruth tabled a full report, which will be in cluded in  the run n in g file
for future years.  K ey poin ts from  the report an d from  others presen t in cluded:
- G reat difficulty in  gettin g people to m ake advan ce com m itm en ts to help …
balan ced by -

- H uge support on  the day: at least 80 people, n ot coun tin g cake bakers,
con tributed help of som e kin d

- It would be useful to have a sm all pool of ‘floatin g’ volun teers who could
sort out un ex pected problem s, relieve stall holders for a break, etc

- The n ew urn  was fin e but couldn ’t quite keep up with dem an d: so, if Sim on
can  m en d the defective on e which was replaced un der guaran tee, we
should han g on  to it an d n ot sell or give it away

- The old Fairfield gazebo, which was last seen  by an yon e presen t drippin g
in  M ick an d H ilary’s porch after Fun  Day 2008, seem s to have gon e
m issin g.

- The question n aire was on ly an swered by 3 people despite M ick, A n drew,
H ilary an d Oliver’s best efforts.  Two were m em bers an d all three were
fam iliar with the FA  an d even ts.  On e left a n am e – as a n ew m em ber n ot a
volun teer.

- The am oun t of food an d drin k served in creased on ce again  – an d  a huge
am oun t of cake was sold out by m id-aftern oon .  M ichael an d Sim on  have
revised upward the estim ates of supplies n eeded an d these will be n oted in
the file.

- Jude reported that she ban ked £2,190.98, n et of the cash floats.  She has
written  £425 worth of cheques, n ot yet cashed, an d there are a few m ore
bills to com e in .  H er estim ate is that we probably m ade £1,500 profit
(ahead of last year).

Everyon e agreed that Fun  Day had again  been  a huge success, an d im m en se
than ks were ex pressed to Ruth an d Jean  for all their efforts.

T reasurer’s Report:

Presen t balan ces: 1) Co-op £12,185.15
Credits:        2,190.98 (Fun  Day)

             12.50 (B abysittin g Circle)
Debits:              95.00 (A ccoun tan t’s fee)

             43.21 (Orchard – from  Sim on )
              16.78 (B P G ran t)



             25.00 (G o W ild costs)
         [425.00 (Fun  Day ex es, cheques n ot yet cashed]

2) N ation wide £10,600.53
Credit/debit                      [270.00 float]
Credit               6.47 (In terest)

The G o W ild W eek n et profit was £56.21 .
M em bership: 2 ren ewals, 3 n ew m em bers, possibly 3 m ore (three people
filled in  Frien ds of the Orchard G ift A id form s on  Fun  Day, which should
probably have been  m em bership application s).  Ruth will follow up.

Orchard: A n drew is n ot available to run  the Teddy B ears picn ic this year.  A t
Fun  Day on e person  ex pressed a possible in terest in  run n in g it, but has n ot
yet run g A n drew back about it.  It was agreed that if n o-on e volun teered, it
would n ot be a disaster to skip this year.

Oliver reported a con versation  with on e of the Town eley Close objectors, who
com plain ed that the Coun ty had n ot respon ded to her objection .  M ichael has
n ot received the prom ised revised letter from  the Coun ty Coun cil.  Oliver
offered to con tact M an dy B an n on  an d in form  her that the process seem s to
have groun d to a halt.

A t a site m eetin g, the City Coun cil ackn owledged that it had rem oved an d
lost/destroyed our dog m ess/litter bin  at the en d of Sun n yside L an e an d
offered to don ate a bin  for the W illow L an e en d in  recom pen se.  This had been
accepted.  H elen  H icks has volun teered to em pty the n ew bin  (rem ovin g the
bag an d placin g it  at the Sun n yside L an e en d) twice per week for the Coun cil
to collect.  The Coun cil has given  us a key to the bin s an d a supply of official
purple bags: they are n ow bein g stored, alon g with a supply of stan dard green
dog-m ess bags, in  the H icks’ gas m eter box  just in side the gate to Eden breck
H ouse.

Con cern s have been  ex pressed that the Coun ty Coun cil has n ot trim m ed the
hedge alon g the public footpath.  H owever som e people thin k it’s n ot
n ecessary.  A greed to rem it this to the Orchard sub-group.

M elan ie Forrest (n ew Castle W ard City Coun cillor) has written  to ask if we
would like official sign s at Sun n yside an d W illow L an e en tran ces poin tin g to
the Orchard.  A greed that we would: A n drew to write sayin g Yes please.  A lso
perm an en t an ti-dog-m ess sign s, if available.

Playgroun d: n o report.

M elan ie Forrest has passed on  a con stituen t’s suggestion  of an  an ti-dog fen ce
roun d the whole playgroun d.  It was recalled that this had been  con sidered
an d rejected when  the playgroun d was first in stalled, m ain ly for aesthetic
reason s.  M oreover, dogs are n ot thought to be a serious problem  here.
A n drew will write to this effect.



A n drew is gettin g quotes for in stallin g the plaques an d hopes to brin g them  to
the n ex t m eetin g.

FA U N A : Oliver reported that Jon  B arry believes he has con vin ced City Coun cil
officers that there is n o good reason  n ot to proceed with FA U N A , with Robin
L ox ham  retain in g the residen tial part of Eden breck Cottage an d ourselves
takin g over the rest of the space.  N ick G illibran d has duly produced two
possible design s for buildin gs – on e, a rebuild of (or on  the footprin t of) the
ex istin g outbuildin gs of Eden breck Cottage, con tain in g spaces directly related
to FA U N A ’s an d the Orchard’s n eeds; an d secon dly a m ore am bitious plan  for
a n ew buildin g facin g out to FA U N A which would in corporate a larger m eetin g
space(s) an d so could be used as a com m un ity m ulti-purpose hall which could
be ren ted out for even ts to gen erate in com e.  The plan s had been  ex hibited at
Fun  Day an d a n um ber of people had been  en thusiastic about the idea of a
com m un ity hall.  H owever, this would n ot fall within  the A ssociation ’s
charitable purposes, an d if it were to go ahead there would n eed to be careful
discussion  of how it could be bid for, own ed an d m an aged.   L ucia M arquart of
the Coun ty Coun cil, who has ex perien ce of this kin d, has offered to help us
with this.   It was agreed that there would also n eed to be thorough
con sultation  with the com m un ity before em barkin g on  a project of this scale.

Future even ts: Teddy B ear’s Picn ic – see above.

K wik Cricket: this is bein g organ ised by G eoff Orr with help from  M ick Short.
Ruth asked to be kept in form ed about bakin g n eeds.

A OB : despite reachin g the last three, we did n ot win  Sain sbury’s L ocal
Charity of the Year, which wen t to the RN L I.  W e have been  in vited to com e to
Sain sbury’s with collectin g tin s or bag-packin g – but this is always open  to an y
local charity.  A greed that it would n ot be a good use of volun teer tim e, but
that we should approach Sain sbury’s for don ation s of food (e.g. Easter Eggs,
burgers for n ex t Fun  Day, etc).

Paula reported that her partn er Jam es B arrott is a bee keeper (but does n ot at
presen t have hives) an d would be in terested in  collaboratin g on  bee-keepin g-
related even ts.

N ex t m eetin gs:

W eds Septem ber 16: W hitegates, Sun n yside Close
W eds October 14: L yn den e, Sun n yside Close


