
 

Where have all the flowers gone?  

The Government has recently published “The National Pollinator Strategy : for bees and other pollinators in England”.  This 

is the first national strategy of its kind and as such is to be welcomed in recognition of the challenges facing our pollinating 

insects.  It sets out a 10 year plan to help pollinating insects survive and thrive.  Pollinators are vital for food production 

and biodiversity – they pollinate a third of our food crops – and are facing a range of pressures from habitat loss to pests 

and diseases.  Flower rich habitats, such as meadows and road verges are crucial to supporting pollinators by providing 

good sources of nectar and pollen throughout the summer months.  The UK has lost 97% of its native wildflower meadows 

since the 1930s. It is important to grow more flowers, shrubs and trees that provide nectar and pollen, to leave patches of 

land for wild flowers to grow, to cut grass less often and to use natural pest control methods rather than to use pesticides. 

Lancaster Beekeepers welcomes this government initiative as an important step in addressing the problems although it is 

concerned about the lack of targets, incentives and the failure to address the issue of pesticides.   Lancaster Beekeepers’ 

Chairman, Dr Fred Ayres, said “If local authorities only cut the grass on much of their land twice a year, it would not only be 

of significant importance for the survival of all pollinators but also materially reduce their maintenance costs.  Everyone 

would benefit!  The excessive use of pesticides in parts of China has exterminated all pollinators and farmers now have to 

pay people to pollinate by hand.  This greatly increases their costs and reduces production by 70%.  It could happen here!  

Whilst the scientists continue their academic debate on the exact impact of pesticides, the bees and other pollinators 

continue to die”.  Lancaster Beekeepers has been actively promoting measures to help pollinating insects, specifically the 

honey bee, for some time, via the development of its own Apiary and by working with Lancashire County Council, the local 

Council, Parish Councils, local parks, businesses, environmental groups and community groups.  The objective has been to 

create “pollinator patches” using native flower and grass seed, thereby improving the native forage. 

The various forage projects at the LBK Apiary have included planting a large native hedge along the boundary; a windbreak 

comprising bramble, ivy, honeysuckle and dog rose; a perennial bank; a wildflower meadow and creating a series of ponds 

and a wetland area.   
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Other forage projects to date include the site on Station Road in Caton which was transformed by community helpers in 

2014 and the sites on Quernmore Rd in Lancaster and the Crook of Lune.  The advantages, apart from the benefits to 

pollinators from the growth of wild flowers, include the great reduction in the cost of grass cutting, low maintenance, 

improvement in biodiversity and visual attractiveness.  Erica Sarney, LBK’s Forage Officer, said “The community response to 

our pollinator projects has been superb but in addition to planting native flower areas, the most effective way to improve 

forage for pollinators is to better manage roadside verges and green spaces.  The newly created roadside verges of the M6 

link represent a wonderful opportunity to plant native flower seed and create some excellent habitat for pollinators”.   
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We can all contribute to helping our bees and pollinators by adopting some of the measures outlined above which in turn 

will benefit us all. 

 

For more information about Lancaster Beekeepers, please go to our website : www.lancaster-beekeepers.org.uk  

http://www.lancaster-beekeepers.org.uk/

